Science, a brilliant debunking of pseudoscience, remains a best-seller 58 years after publication. His Annotated Alice has sold over 400,000 copies, and the first printing of the most recent revision sold out a few days after publication. His works on philosophy, especially the philosophy of science, continue to be very popular. Over the course of his life, Gardner wrote more than 70 books, of which half are still in print.
As a young editor, I was greatly impressed by his kindness, generosity, and gentle manner. We talked frequently on the phone, and finally in 2000 I met him in person for the first time at his home in Hendersonville, North Carolina. For most of the day we chatted in his library about his life and books. I was also treated to a demonstration of some of his magic tricks and a tour of his extensive files. By late afternoon, he said that it was time to go upstairs and join our wives in the living room where he proudly demonstrated his ability to prepare martinis. 
